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Welcome to the Ortona Dolphin Digest. In our new monthly
newsletter you will find us celebrating our successes and spotlighting
our faculty, staff, students, business partners and our community.
We will be featuring events that are coming up and telling you about
the wonderful things that have taken place here at Ortona. We will
share with you tips for positive achievement and also our goal and
vision for our school’s success. As a school we are proudly working
toward meeting all student’s individual needs and providing a safe
and healthy environment for learning. To keep in touch with us and
what is going on around campus, please visit our school website or
our Facebook page. Have a safe and
joyous holiday break and we look forward
to seeing you in the new year.
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Ortona’s Strategies for Success
-

School Improvement Goal:
If Ortona Elementary develops a system that fosters collective efficacy and implements standards-aligned instruction with a deeper understanding of the progression of the standards to
meet students’ individual needs, then student achievement will increase.

Vision:
Make a difference in the lives of all children while preparing them for graduation and beyond.

Focus:
Differentiated, effective lessons in Reading, Writing, Math, and Science.

Volusia County Schools Mission Statement
Building community relationships
while celebrating the season!

Through the individual commitment of all, our students will graduate with the
knowledge, skills and values necessary to be successful contributors to our
democratic society.

Coach’s End Zone
Coach Scott is our PE coach and enjoys it because he
loves sports and loves teaching. He is excited about
starting his hockey unit with the students because
some awesome equipment was provided to us by the
NHL’s Tampa Bay Lightning. He really likes
participating with his students and out of the three
schools he has taught at Ortona is his favorite. When
Coach is not working he does housework, enjoys
going to the gym and spending time with his family.
His favorite sport is softball and he loves to eat
seafood. If you see Coach around campus please give
him a cheer for his kindness and athletic skills.

Music Notes
Ms. Perry is the music teacher at Ortona and has
been for the past 2 years. She has had a music career
for 11 years. Outside of school she loves to spend time
with her family. When she is not at work she is
planning her wedding, taking care of her two
daughters, managing her music academy and
teaches private lessons. She also leads the praise team
at her church and sings in the choir. She says her
special talents are singing and teaching. Her goal
for all students is for them to experience the
universal language of not only music but of an
enriched life. The thing she loves best about Ortona
is its diversity and that we are all a beautiful
melting pot. If you see her around campus say
“thank you” for teaching us! Look for more
information about our music program on our
Facebook page at Ortona Elementary Music,

2nd Grade News
We are having so much fun in Second Grade. We have learned so much already. We are
looking forward to our field trip to Marineland in February. Look for more information
after Winer Break. Please remind students to read every night. Remember our classroom
instruction begins at 7:55 am. Please have students here early enough to eat breakfast
and to be in class by 7:55 am. Here are a few pictures of our Sensational
Second Graders dressed as their favorite fairy tale character for the Ortona
Story Book Parade.

1st Graders Learn in Many Ways
Media Minutes
Ortona’s Media Center is buzzing with
Reading! We have an awesome Reading
Counts and SSYRA program and the
students are reading up a storm.
Ms. Gheen offers dog tags and charms,
and celebrations to students that show
growth in reading. Students that test on
SSYRA and SSYRA Jr. books have so far
earned 73 dog tags and charms in grades
2-5 and 329 Reading Counts tests have
been completed and passed in grades K-5.
That many tests means that 3,557,191
words have been read by our kids.
Remember reading everyday for 20
minutes a day means that a student is
exposed to 1.8 million words a year and
those students typically score in the 90%
on standardized tests. Please encourage
your student to read daily and if you don’t
have books in the home we have books in
our library and there is a public library
near you.

First grade enjoyed learning about holidays around the
world at the pioneer settlement in Barberville! They experienced popcorn stringing in the U.S., making poinsettia bracelets in Mexico, visiting Santa in Germany,
candle dipping in Sweden and more! They also learn in
collaborative groups to figure out how to solve word
problems by using addition and subtraction and of
course have fun taking part in our Ortona Storybook
Character parade.

PTA CORNER

Here’s to a Happy 2019 to everyone!!
Hoping each of you have a wonderful,
and fulfilling Holiday Season. We will be
off and running in the New Year! We are
beginning with our Hershey’s giveback
night in January and continuing the fun
with our Build-A-Burger in February!! An
added fun factor for this year will be the
addition of a Dolphin Bounce House and
an Obstacle Course, along with music at
our free Build-A-Burger extravaganza!!
Hope to see you all around campus and at
our events!!
Mrs. DeJesus
This year’s PTA board is as follows:
Dawn DeJesus
President
Jennifer Kuftic
Vice-President
Andrea Linkenhoker Treasurer
Elizabeth Austin
Secretary
If you would like to join PTA or attend a
meeting please see our school webpage or
the PTA Facebook page for details.
https://www.facebook.com/groups/
OrtonaPTA/
If you see Mrs. DeJesus around school
please thank her for all of the wonderful
and generous things she does all year for
our students, our staff and our
community.
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